Editorial
Welcome to the first issue of the Journal of Counterculture Studies. The journal arises out of discussions that Michael Organ and I have been having for many years about the role that the University of Wollongong can play in promoting research into, and writing about, the counterculture.
As an archivist at the University, Michael has negotiated and arranged the digitisation of various significant countercultural archives including, and most prominently, OZ magazine. OZ was a leading underground magazine in London, England, from 1967-1973 but had started life in Sydney, Australia, as a dissident alternative newspaper/magazine in 1963. It is a publication that in many ways captures a certain style of Sixties radicalism even in its early incarnation as a voice of larrikin dissent in the midst of a culture of stifling conformity. It is not the place here to provide a substantial analysis of the role of OZ in relation to both Australian and English political culture. We on the editorial board hope that future issues might feature contributions concerning the magazine and its place in history.
Yet it is important to note the role of OZ in sparking conversations that have led to the creation of this journal.
In putting together Counterculture Studies and, in particular, the foundation issue, we have been very conscious of the need to highlight important debates about the 1960s (or the long Sixties) and the crucial role played by the counterculture. We have also been keen to provide some detailed examination of counterculture history in Australia and internationally. Future issues will focus more on aspects of the international scene but this one includes reflections on the Australian Steedman has contributed a review he wrote of Richard Neville's Hippie Hippie Shake upon publication in 1996. He never found a willing publisher at the time but we decided it reflected critically upon a significant moment in countercultural history. As one of the key editors of OZ magazine, Richard Neville was well placed to write a survey of those years in swinging London when Australia spoke to the world through expatriates like him and other Oz contributors Germaine Greer, Barry Humphries and Robert Hughes. Hippie Hippie Shake proved an enjoyable trip and Steedman's critique provides a reminder of the cultural ferment it was part of.
We would like to dedicate this foundation issue of the journal to the memory of OZ magazine and two of its late great founders, Richard Neville and Martin Sharp.
